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It has become apparent to me that 2020 
and 2021 will always have an asterisk 
next to them when we look back in 
time. Maybe just an unspoken one, but 
these times need some sort of qualifier 
to go with them. We have been dealing 
with COVID-19 for over a year now. It 
has certainly been an interesting year. 
During this time MSPE and NSPE have 
adapted to find ways to keep MSPE 
business moving forward and keep 
the society strong. Events were largely 
modified to be virtual, but continued 
to happen. Our members have adjusted 
to these changes well and we look 
forward to moving business back to 
normal as we are able to. During all 
of the uncertainty and adaptations, 
we persevered and have increased 
membership during this last year.

On the legislative front, the Missouri 
Senate has passed Senate Bill 262. It 
is now being discussed in the house. 
The bill is estimated to increase state 
transportation funding by $825M 
annually. Specifically, the bill proposes 
a 2.5 cent increase in the motor fuel tax 
each year through 2025 to a total of 12.5 
cents. As much as we all dislike more 

taxes, we believe that this will be in the 
best interest of the state’s roadways and 
infrastructure. If you are so inclined, 
please contact your Missouri House 
representative and ask for their support 
of this measure. You can find this 
information here.

NSPE has selected a new Executive 
Director. Monika Schulz was selected 
and started mid-February. We are 
excited to work with her and NSPE 
towards our combined goals.  As 
another NSPE note, the Professional 
Engineers Conference (PECON) will 
be virtual again this year. The PECON 
is August 3-5. NSPE is also looking for 
volunteers for committees and recruits 
for the Emerging Leaders program. 
Missouri has a long tradition of having 
our volunteers serve at the national 
level as well. I encourage anyone 
interested to talk with Britt, Breck, or 
Travis. For state-level volunteers, we 
are presently looking for members 
from each Chapter to serve on the 2021 
Fall PDH Days Committee, the 2022 
Annual Convention Committee, and a 
Chair for the Professional Engineers in 
Construction practice division. 
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I am really excited for our Annual 
Convention coming up at the Lake of 
the Ozarks June 9-11.  It will be great 
to have an in-person event again and 
see our friends and colleagues face to 
face, some for the first time in over a 
year. If you have not already marked 
your calendar for the Convention 
please consider joining us there. 
MSPE Volunteers and Staff have put 
together a solid program for PDH 
credits, activities, and MSPE business. 
Registration is open and I look forward 
to seeing you there.

As my time as MSPE President comes 
to a close, I want to thank each member 
for their support; MSPE Committee 
members and chairs for their hard work; 
the MSPE Board of Directors,  MSPE EF 
Board of Directors, and MSPE Executive 
Committee for their countless hours 
of volunteer service and leadership; 
and MSPE Staff for helping to facilitate 
working towards our collective goals. 

Thank you all and I hope to see each 
of you and visit with you at the Annual 
Convention next month!
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The Missouri Engineer is  
published quarterly by the 
Missouri Society of Engineers, 
200 E. McCarty St., Suite 200, 
Jefferson City, MO 65101. 
Opinions expressed by authors 
herein are not necessarily 
those of the Society. As a 
matter of policy, MSPE does not 
endorse any item, product or 
advertisement. 

Correspondence regarding  
advertising, articles and 
changes of address should be 
mailed to:
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Attn: Editor 
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Jefferson City, MO 65101 
Phone: 573-636-4861 
Fax: 573-636-5475 
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Editor’s Message: 
Please enjoy the 2021 Spring Issue of 
the Missouri Engineer. If you have any 
engineering-related photos from your 
work that you would like to see featured 
in future editions of the ME, please send 
them to tlowe@mspe.org. Thank you, 
and enjoy your read!

MISSOURI SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

MISSOURI SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Missouri Society of  
Professional Engineers

@theMOengineer MSPE-Missouri Society
of Professional Engineers

@theMOengineer

LIKE, FOLLOW & CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
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We hope the spring months 
have treated you well. As each 
day promises to bring new 
opportunities of health and 
prosperity across the state, we are 
excited to see MSPE active and 
operating efficiently for you.

This issue contains a snapshot of 
activity taking place by the state 
office and chapters to advance 
and protect the role of licensed 
professional engineers across the 
state. As a reminder, this is what 
makes MSPE unique to other 
industry and technical societies. 

With that in mind, we hope 
everyone has kept an eye on the 
weekly legislative reports prepared 
by Mark Rhoads, MSPE’s contract 
lobbyist.  As the 2021 Legislative 
Session winds down in a few days, 
MSPE has tracked dozens of bills 
that could impact licensure or 
industries involving professional 
engineers. MSPE has engaged in a 
handful and continues to build the 

Society’s presence under the dome. 
Two PDH sessions at the annual 
convention will be dedicated 
to reviewing MSPE’s legislative 
activity, including introducing 
members to State Representative 
Bob Bromley, P.E. 

We hope everyone is planning to 
attend our annual convention at 
the Camden Resort on June 9-11. 
Earn up to 11 PDH covering a 
wide variety of topics. Online 
registration is open, along with the 
hotel block. We hope to see you 
all there! MSPE will be following 
recommended safety guidelines at 
our events.

We offer a huge “thanks” to our 
2021 Annual Partner Sponsors. 
Visit our MSPE website’s sponsor 
tab for more information on how 
to become a Platinum, Gold, 
Silver, Bronze, or Friend Partner 
of MSPE for the 2021 calendar 
year. These funds go directly to our 
bottom line. 

As summer approaches, MSPE 
transitions to a new administrative 
year, bringing a new slate of 
directors and chapter leaders 
with it. We are asking each of you 
to consider lending a hand in 
area you are about. Whether it’s 
serving on a convention planning 
committee, awards committee 
or helping the Educational 
Foundation mission, each person 
truly makes a difference. Please 
reach out to me, anyone on staff or 
our Board if you are interested. 

If you have any ideas, questions, 
or constructive feedback, do not 
hesitate to contact  to us. 

Take care and thank you for your 
support, 

Travis Lowe, CAE 
MSPE Executive Director

Executive Director’s Message
by Travis Lowe, CAE

Contact The Missouri Engineer at  
573-636-4861 or info@mspe.org

Add your firm today and reach

PROFESSIONAL CARD LISTINGS

417. 381. 9700 | geoengineers.com

NATIONAL REACH, LOCAL PRESENCE 
Geotechnical, geological, environmental  
& trenchless solutions for clients worldwide
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EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION UPDATE

What are you doing to support the profession that helped you take care of everyone else, 
including yourself? The time is now to “pay it forward” and say “thank you” to the engineering 
profession that helped make it possible to take care of all of these.

The MSPE Educational Foundation needs your help to increase our funding for future engineering 
student scholarships and for supporting current valuable programs such as MATHCOUNTS and 
Future Cities. Consider contributing by filling out a DONATION FORM. For more information, email 
Greg Braden or go online.

Also, consider contributing to the MSPE Educational Foundation by using your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) from your IRA.

HOW TO GIVE

https://mspe.org/resources/Documents/MSPE%20EF%20Donation%20Form%20final.pdf
mailto:gbraden%40mspe.org?subject=
mailto:gbraden%40mspe.org?subject=
https://mspe.org/Give
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EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION UPDATE

At its April 26 Board Meeting, the MSPE Educational Foundation voted to include a minimum of $10,000 in its 
FY2021-2022 budget for Chapter activities that support the mission of the Foundation.  The Board also agreed that all 
donations received prior to June 9 will be added to this amount.  

Following the Annual Meeting, chapters will be asked to submit their grant applications to the Foundation by July 
31 for consideration.  The Foundation will notify each Chapter of the amount awarded by August 31.  In a deviation 
from past practice, the Foundation will make funds available to each Chapter prior to the incursion of activity costs, 
rather than as a reimbursement after the activity has been completed.  

In preparing their grant applications, chapters should refer to the recently updated Foundation Grant Guidelines on 
the MSPE website here. 

Any MSPE member wishing to make a donation through electronic funds transfer, donation of stocks or bonds, or a 
401L charitable distribution should visit the MSPE website here.

Why did you become an 
engineer?    

I wanted to be practical and see 
things being designed and actually 
built. I specifically chose an 
environmental engineering major 
due to the pollution issue that I 
witnessed and grew up with in 
China.

What is your greatest 
accomplishment to date? 

Fly all the way to the other part of 
the earth and find a job, a husband 
and get two beautiful daughters. 

What do you like to do with your 
free time?  

Enjoy Family time, Cooking, 
traveling, Tennis and Ski. 

If you weren’t an engineer, what 
would you be?  

Traveling blogger for fun stuff and 
food

What is your employment/
education history? 

I got my Bachelor’s Degree in 
Environmental Engineering in 
China and got my Master’s Degree 
in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Pittsburgh, PA.  I 
have been with HDR Inc. for 
7 years now (my first and only 
engineering job so far) and I enjoy 

working with the wonderful team 
a lot.

FAVORITES

Restaurant: Authentic Chinese/
Japanese/Korean. In St. Louis, I 
like the Japanese restaurant “Sushi 
Ai”. 

Vacation Spot: Israel 

Sports Team: Cardinals (of course, 
I am in St. Louis)

Song or Music Artist: Count Your 
Blessings by Johnson Oatman, Jr.

Member Spotlight
Lisa Cheng, P.E.
St. Louis Chapter

    

  Ronald E. Hill, P.E.
CEO / CoFounder

www.HEMCOcorp.com

   HEMCO Corporation
     711 S. Powell Road
Independence, MO 64056

                                    ronh@hemcocorp.com
                  Phone: (816) 796-2900

               ext. 202             

HEMCO
Laboratory Planning Solutions

R

The EF Commits $10,000 To Chapter 
Grant Program

Marie Collins, P.E.
MSPE EF President

https://mspe.org/Chapter-Grants-Program
https://mspe.org/Give
https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Count_Your_Blessings/
https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Count_Your_Blessings/
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The Missouri Society of Professional Engineers supports public policy designed to protect the health, safety, and 
welfare of the public. MSPE believes licensed professional engineers should involved in policy making. The State of 
Missouri offers numerous statewide boards and commissions that provide guidance to industry.

The MSPE Past President Committee on Appointments regularly reviews more than a dozen statewide boards 
and commissions that require, by statute, one or more licensed professional engineers to serve. If any member is 
interesting in serving, please contact info@mspe.org for more information.

MSPE thanks the following licensed professional engineers that volunteer their time to serve the state on such boards.

Professional Engineers Involved in Policy

Seismic Safety Commission 
Phillip Gould
Electrical Eng. Rep.
Richmond Heights

Raymond E. Bailey
Soils Eng. Rep.
St. Charles

Dr. Brent L Rosenblad, P.E. 
Soils Eng. Rep. 
Columbia

James D. Palmer
Structural Eng. Rep.
Kansas City

Missouri Structural Assessment and Visual 
Evaluation (SAVE) Coalition

Michael L. Alberswerth, P.E., S.E.
St. Louis

Marc Bacchetti, P.E., S.E.
Maryville, Illinois

Benjamin A. Ross, P.E., PTOE
Columbia

Michael J. Griffin, P.E.
Chesterfield

Dennis Kidwell, P.E.
Columbia

Joe Leahy
Poplar Bluff

John Osterhage, P.E.
St. Louis

Josh VerDught, P.E.
St. Louis

David C. Weber, P.E., S.E.
Columbia

Theodore Pruess, P.E. 
St. Louis

Andy Bonderer, P.E.
Columbia

Board For Architects, Professional Engineers, 
Professional Land Surveyors and Professional 
Landscape Architects

Kevin C. Skibiski, P.E., PLS
Professional Engineer, Division Chair
Springfield

 

David L. Smith, P.E.
Professional Engineer Member
Nixa

 

Steve A. Bubanovich, P.E.
Professional Engineer Member
Van Buren

 

Amy D. Strauss, P.E.
Professional Engineer Member
Springfield

Amusement Ride Safety Board
Dr. J. Nisbett
Mechanical Engineer Knowledgeable of 
Amusement Rides
Saint James

Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Rules
Bradley T Calvin
Mechanical Engineer from Engineering 
College Faculty
Troy

Dam and Reservoir Safety Council
Daniel Buxton, P.E.
Prof. Engineer Represent the Public
Farmington

David Hamilton, P.E.
Professional Engineer Member
Macon

The MSPE Past Presidents Committee on Appointments is seeking volunteers who may be interested in serving on 
following state commissions or advisory boards. Please click the links to view committee details and requirements. 
Depending on the committee, there may be a spot designated for a licensed professional engineer, person with 
engineering experience or a public member.

https://pr.mo.gov/apelsla.asp
https://pr.mo.gov/apelsla.asp
https://pr.mo.gov/apelsla.asp
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Central Chapter
Mucyo Bangerezako
College of the Ozards

Western Chapter
Bryan Lightfoot, P.E.
Anderson Engineering Inc.

Ozark Chapter
Makayla McCook
Aden Sisseck
Joseph Elliott
Matthew Gloden 
Joshua Knecht
Wesley Pratt
Michael Maust
Kaitlyn Nettleton
Abigail Newman 
Kyle Shoop 
Jason Millsap 
College of the Ozarks

Brenyn Freeman
Missouri State University 

Mark Lee, P.E.
Lee Chamberlin

Jacob Berger
City Utilities of Springfield

St. Louis Chapter
Loubao kRAKA, EI/EIT
Brian Bakula 
Brady Matthew 
Keaton Christensen
Charles Hooks
Garrett Morton 
Naseem Sani
Halen Berthold
Peter Kersulis
Nik Suljak
David Gengenbacher
Diana Engelhardt
Joshua Stephen

Washington University 

Kobe Cuevas
Muriel Drexler
Mouhamadou Bamba 
Kane
Supapan Thammanok
Leticia Zoratto Lunge 
Nour Eddin Tanoura
Sarah Lowe
Jasmine Wiggley 
Basil Shehadeh
Washington University in St. 
Louis

James Wilson, P.E. 
City of St. Louis Street 
Department

Kyle Hardy, P.E.
Criterium Hardy Engineers

Margaret Skidmore

Noah Myers
Fort Zumwalt School District

Josh Carr
Austin Davis
Aaron Franklin 
Kristen Grace
Coleman Kaufman 
Chad Gorski 
University of Missouri St. Louis 

Southeast Chapter
Cling Brown, P.E.
City of Jackson

Southwest Chapter
Adam Obloj
Allgeier Martin and Associates, 
Inc. 

Welcome New Members!
Western Chapter 
Carlie Aksamit, EI/EIT
Saint Johnson, P.E. 
Paul Moss, P.E.
Gregory Roberson, P.E. 
Anderson Engineering, Inc. 

Gabriel Greco
College of the Ozarks

Gang Yue, P.E.
Bayer US LLC. 

Lauren Pins, P.E. 
Burns & McDonnell

Kaleb Fox
Washington University in St. Louis

Lucas Falter
Washington University 

-ENGINEERING -SURVEYING -ENVIRONMENTAL -GEOTECHNICAL 
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Civil/Structural Engineer (PE)
Rimkus Consulting Group
Civil Engineer and Project Manager
BFA
Assistant Engineer
City of Branson
Geotechnical/Civil Engineer
Gredell Engineering
City Engineer
City of Cape Girardeau
Principal Engineer
City of Springfield

Employment  
Opportunities

Looking for a new employment opportunity? Check 
out the employment page of the MSPE website! Take a 
moment to browse job advertisements from employers 
seeking qualified professionals here. 

Are you an employer interested in advertising a job 
opening with MSPE? You can fill out this form and email it 
to brenna@mspe.org. 

Just a reminder: Complimentary job postings on the MSPE 
website are included for both Platinum and Gold Sponsors. 

www.mecresults.com

COLUMBIA | MACON | NORTH KANSAS CITY

ENGINEERING + CONSTRUCTION + SURVEY + PLANNING

Current Job 
Postings

https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
https://mspe.org/Job-Postings
file:G:\MSPE\Advertising\Job%20Listings-%20MSPE%20Website\MSPE%20Job%20Posting%20Contract%20Final.pdf
mailto:brenna%40mspe.org?subject=MSPE%20Job%20Posting
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The 2021 Legislative Session is providing 
new life for the opportunity to increase 
state transportation funding. SB 262 aims 
to provide more than $825 million annually 
to address transportation needs across the 
state. Specifically, the bill proposes a 2.5 
cent increase in the motor fuel tax each year 
though 2025 to a total of 12.5 cents. 

Championed by Missourians for 
Transportation Investment (MFTI), SB 262 
has been supported by MSPE and over eighty 
associations and companies.

SB 262, which passed the Senate 22-13, 
was approved by the House Transportation 
Committee this week. As the bill makes its 
way to the House floor, MSPE is asking its 
members to contact their Missouri House 
member and ask for their support.

Modeled from South Carolina law, SB 262 
presents a real opportunity to improve the 
state’s infrastructure.   

To look up your state representative, please 
follow this link to search by your address.

MSPE Advocates for Senate Bill 262

866.866.2741
AndersonEngineeringInc.com
info@andersonengineeringinc.com

Civil Engineering
Land Surveying

Construction Testing Labs
Geotechnical Services

GIS Services
Commercial Drone Services

https://openstates.org/
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MATHCOUNTS UPDATE: Ozark Chapter

RESULTS
MATHCOUNTS 2021 
Facilitated by: Ozark Chapter - MSPE
New Online Chapter Invitational Competition was Held on Thursday February 25, 2021

There were ten (10) schools who participated, with a total of 19 students competing, all of whom 
advanced from the Chapter Competition held earlier in February, which featured 58 students.

LeAnn Kennedy  
Angela Starns and Caity Larson Xiaomin Qiu and Fiona 
Wu  
Lindsay Wright  
Elizabeth Staats  
John Vassilaros  
Audra Uzzell, Meredith Wisneiwski, and Denise Vinton  
Cam Branson  
Anna Cook  
Michelle Rife 

Participating Schools and Coaches: 
 
Branson Junior High School, Branson, MO  
Cherokee Middle School, Springfield, MO 
Greenwood Laboratory School  
Immaculate Conception School, Springfield, MO 
Nixa Junior High School, Nixa, MO  
Pleasant View Middle School, Springfield, MO 
Scholars at Central High School, Springfield, MO 

St. Agnes School, Springfield, MO  
The Summit Preparatory School, Springfield, MO 
Wheatland R2 School, Wheatland, MO

From these schools, the top five (5) students advanced to the State Competition, to be held online on March 
25, 2021. 
The advancing students are: 

Greenwood Laboratory School – MSU 
Scholars at Central High School 
Scholars at Central High School 
Scholars at Central High School 
Scholars at Central High School 

Matthew Whitworth 
Daniel Bao 
Brayden Miao  
Naomi Meng  
Rishi Janakiraman

Trophies were presented to the five advancing students along with their coach.  All students and coaches 
received a certificate and a t-shirt featuring one of the student’s designs. 

MATHCOUNTS is a nationwide program designed to improve math skills among U.S. students. Sponsors 
help encourage middle school students, who are at a crucial stage in developing and sustaining math 
interest and ability. 

The Ozark Chapter of MSPE received major funding from Springfield 3M. 
# # # 
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UPCOMING STATE EVENTS

9
JUNE 2021 MSPE Convention

Camden on the Lake in Lake Ozark, MO

June 9-11, 2021
REGISTER TODAY
Agenda

21
OCT Fall PDH Days Conference

Capital Plaza Hotel in Jefferson City, MO

Oct 21-22, 2021 

23
JUL President’s Workshop

Virtual 

July 23, 2021

29
SEPT MSPE Webinar- Legislative Conversation

Virtual

September 29, 2021

18
NOV MSPE Webinar- Legislative Conversations

Virtual

Nov 17, 2021

https://mspe.org/event-4248399
file:G:\MSPE\Events\2021\Convention\2021%20MSPE%20Convention%20Agenda%20-%20DRAFT%201.pdf
http://
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https://mspe.org/event-4248399
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FRIENDS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORSSILVER SPONSOR

THANK YOU
2021 MSPE Annual Partner Sponsors

MSPE Professional
Engineers in

Government (PEG)

MSPE Professional
Engineers in Private 

Practice (PEPP)
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MEET   YOUR   MSPE  STAFF 
 

 

Alison Connell, CMP- Director of Events 
Alison serves as the events manager for MSPE, including coordinating the MSPE 
Annual Convention and Fall PDH Days Conference. Alison works with both MSPE 
Annual Convention and Fall PDH Days Conference Planning Committees, arranges 
venue logistics, responsible for event execution and assists the planning committees in 
program development.  
 
Email: aconnell@mspe.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer “JJ” Matzek- Director of Finances 
JJ provides financial services for MSPE and the MSPE Educational Foundation.  This 
includes bill payments, revenue collection and production of financial reports.  She also 
coordinates with chapter treasurers on chapter financial items, including disbursements 
for chapter events and dues.   
 
Email: jj@mspe.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greg Braden, Foundation Tenant Manager 
Greg assists the Educational Foundations’ responsibility to maintain the office building 
owned by the Foundation. Greg assists the EF Building Committee, including serving as 
the liaison to commercial real estate brokage firms and other building needs. In addition, 
Greg assists the EF Investment Committee.  
 
Email: gbraden@mspe.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mspe.org/event-4248399
https://mspe.org/event-4248399
https://mspe.org/event-4248399

