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It is with humility, gratitude and excitement that I begin to serve as President of 
the St. Louis Chapter of the Missouri Society of Professional Engineers 
(MSPE).  I, as a Civil Engineer, have always been fascinated by the important, 
even irreplaceable, role Engineers have played in the development of our 
modern world.  I recently ran across a quote from David McCullough (author of 
The Path Between the Seas and The Great Bridge among others) that 
summarizes my view.  He states, “Generally speaking, I’ve felt strongly for a 
long time that the civil engineers-the technicians of American life in the period 
after the Civil War before World War I-were greatly underrated.”  Organizations 
such as MSPE can play an important part in celebrating and representing the 
work of Engineers, and in the case of MSPE not just Civil Engineers but all 
Engineers. 
 

Current events remind us our world and region face many challenges where Engineers should play an 
important part in the solution.  I was reminded of the ubiquitous role Engineers can play in our day to day 
lives in all sorts of ways by the recent duck boat disaster on July 19 here in Missouri where 17 people 
unfortunately lost their lives.  After this event I came upon an article on July 29 in the Post-Dispatch titled 
“Duck Boat Designer had no Engineering Credentials.”  The article discusses how modifications were 
made to the original duck boat design that may have contributed to the disaster.  The article quotes one of 
the attorneys involved about the modifications and their being done by someone not qualified as an 
Engineer, “I just think, gosh, it would be like me practicing law without a license.” 
 
MSPE has responded too many of these challenges with exciting initiatives that provide a framework for 
thoughtful action.  These initiatives include among others: P.E. Day, a P.E. Licensure Ceremony, and 
representing the interest of Engineers in the state capital during legislative sessions as outlined on-line at: 
http://mspe.starchapter.com/images/MSPELobbyistReport.pdf.  While our regional challenges MSPE is 
working to address may be more familiar to us they, unfortunately, are common elsewhere.  So these 
challenges and MSPE’s initiatives provide us an exciting opportunity to think globally and act locally.   
 
At the Section level we will be having a Section Workshop on Friday, September, 28th, from 8AM to 10AM 
at the Engineering Center of St. Louis at 4359 Lindell Blvd.  This workshop will provide great ways to 
become familiar with the Chapter, its members and opportunities to participate.  Please consider 
attending, and if you plan to or have questions I ask you call or email me, 324-768-2772 or 
mtbuec@stlmsd.com.  Many rewards can spring from participation in the Section; get involved and 
remember the words of James Eads, “Fortune favors the brave…drive on is my motto.” 
 
While the answers to today’s challenges may require different approaches than those of the Victorian era, 
Engineers of all stripes must play a part; it’s time to resurrect our inventiveness. It’s a simple adage, but 
“doing more with less” leads to creative engineering.  For in the words of James Eads, “The man who can 
by his inventive genius cheapen light or heat or the supply of water to the masses is greater than a 
general.”  So join MSPE, get active, save the world! 
 
Essayons! (Motto of the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Let Us Try!) 
Michael T. Buechter, PE, D.WRE 
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